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1. Scope

This policy applies to all individual members of The Institute for Systems Engineering (IfSE)
(“the Institute”) and to all individuals who wish to join the Institute. This policy does not
apply to membership of the Advisory Board.

2. Classes Of Membership

2.1 The Institute offers a range of membership classes as defined in the Articles and the
Rulebook. The current set of membership classes and associated post-nominals is listed
below:

2.1.1 Student

2.1.2 Affiliate Member

2.1.3 Professional Member (MIfSE)
2.1.4 Registered Member (MIfSE)
2.1.5 Fellow (FIfSE)

2.1.6 Honorary Fellow (HonFIfSE)

2.2 When applying to join the Institute, an individual may only apply for the classes of
Student, Affiliate Member, or Professional Member.

2.3 All members must sign up to the Institute’s Code of Conduct as part of the application
process.

2.4 A successful application, accompanied by payment of the correct fee, entitles the
member to one year of membership of the Institute.

2.5 The Institute is currently operating under a Memorandum of Agreement with the
International Council On Systems Engineering (INCOSE) which includes clauses enabling
members of the Institute to also be enrolled as members of INCOSE, subject to meeting
any additional criteria linked to the INCOSE member classes (Student, Member, Senior).

2.6 This additional enrolment includes paying a fee to INCOSE which is built into the
membership fee structure charged by the Institute.
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2.7 The Institute recommends that where a member meets the criteria required by INCOSE,
they should take up the opportunity to have dual enrolment status.

Student Member

e When an individual applies for the class of Student Member, they shall include proof
of the higher education or further education course that they are enrolled on.

e A course will be deemed as suitable if it meets the following criteria:

o Is based upon a Science, Technology, Engineering or Mathematics (STEM)
subject;

o Leads to the award of a Masters or Bachelors degree, or to a Level 3 or higher
vocational course.

e All individuals applying for the Student class of membership will be encouraged to
become joint members where possible, and this will be the default setting in the
membership management application.

e Where an individual is eligible to join the Institute as a Student member, but would
not pass the INCOSE Student Member criteria, they shall be eligible to join as an
“IfSE only” member.

e Where an individual meets the INCOSE Student Member criteria but would prefer to
only pay for a reduced cost “IfSE only” membership rate, they shall be eligible to
choose the “IfSE only” option within the membership application system.

Affiliate Member

When an individual applies for the class of Affiliate Member there are no qualifying criteria
to apply, other than signing up to the code of conduct.

Professional Member

e When an individual applies for the class of Professional Member, they shall include
educational and experiential evidence with their membership application, such as
uploading a CV document.
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e As defined in Rule 13 of the IfSE Rulebook, if an individual has achieved a UK
Honours degree in a subject which appears in the Engineering Council’s accredited
course database, with or without a “requires further learning” caveat, that is
sufficient to allow entry into the Professional Member class.

e If anindividual has obtained a qualification in another subject at Honours degree
level, they will need to provide an evidence statement demonstrating at least two
years’ post-graduation experience which is relevant to Systems Engineering.

e If anindividual holds current professionally registered status with another UK
Professional Engineering Institute and can provide evidence that they are currently
practicing as a Systems Engineer, that shall be considered as sufficient to grant entry
to the Professional Member class.

e The following qualifications will also be considered as providing sufficient evidence
of meeting the educational requirement, and so will grant entry to the Professional
Member class when combined with an evidence statement demonstrating at least
two years’ post-graduation experience which is relevant to Systems Engineering:

o The INCOSE ESEP, CSEP or ASEP qualifications;

o Evidence of having passed the INCOSE SEP knowledge exam within the last 5
years;

o The Systems Engineering Degree Apprenticeship (SEDA, formerly SEMAP)
Masters qualification;

o Otherlevel 7, or level 6, degree apprenticeships in STEM subjects where the
courses are approved by IfATE; or

o Level 5,4 or 3 apprenticeships in STEM subjects which are approved by IfATE.

e The following qualifications will also be considered as providing sufficient evidence
of meeting the educational requirement, and so will grant entry to the Professional
Member class when combined with an evidence statement demonstrating at least
three years’ post-graduation experience (or the equivalent thereof) which is relevant
to Systems Engineering:

o Level 5, 4, or 3 higher education qualifications in STEM subjects.

e Where a determination needs to be made about the relevance of an individual’s
qualifications, it shall be the responsibility of the Assistant Professional Development
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Director to provide a timely decision within 7 working days. Should they be unable
to do so then a suitably qualified and experienced member, such as a member of the
professional registration assessment group, shall be appointed to provide the
decision.

Registered Member

Transition to Registered Member is only permitted for those members who have been
successful in applying for and obtaining a professional qualification (CEng, IEng, EngTech)
through the Institute’s defined processes.

Fellow

Transition to Fellow is only permitted for those members who have been successful in
applying for and obtaining Fellow status through the Institute’s defined processes.

Honorary Fellow

e The class of Honorary Fellow is only permitted for those individuals who have been
awarded Honorary Fellow status through the Institute’s defined processes.

e  Honorary Fellows will be exempt from paying a membership fee.

e  Honorary Fellows will not be enrolled as INCOSE members.

3. Annual Renewal

3.1 At the point of annual renewal, Members will be offered the opportunity to change
their membership class, where allowed by these rules and the membership system
procedures.

3.2 Where a Member wishes to change to a membership class which requires additional
proof of status (for example from an Affiliate Member to a Student Member or
Professional Member) they will need to provide the required evidence as part of
their renewal application.

33 In the case of Registered Members and Fellows they must maintain their existing
membership class in order to maintain their status and rights to use the appropriate
post-nominals.
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6.

Discounted Rates

Both Affiliate Members and Student Members shall benefit from discounted fees but
will not have voting rights within IfSE.

Members who are reaching the end of their careers may benefit from a reduced rate
if they can demonstrate compliance with the INCOSE Senior member class.

Financial Hardship

The Council may decide to offer additional discounted rates for specific purposes,
such as members who are on maternity/paternity leave, or members experiencing
temporary financial hardship.

Requests to the Council for discounted rates will be assessed on a case-by-case basis
by a panel appointed by the Council. The panel’s decision, once ratified, will be final.

The set of applicable reduced fee options shall be defined and agreed by the Council.

Lapsed Members

Members who do not renew their membership will be treated as lapsed members. Their
details will be held for a period of time as defined in the Institute’s Data Retention Policy
before being purged from the database.

1.

Mapping Of IfSE Membership Classes to INCOSE

Membership Classes

7.1

The mapping of IfSE membership classes to INCOSE membership classes is shown
below, noting that “Senior” member is treated as a flag entitling a member to a
discounted rate where applicable.
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IfSE Membership Class INCOSE Membership Class

Student Student

Student (IfSE Only) N/A

Comment

Where individual meets both sets of
criteria

Where individual does not meet INCOSE
criteria or chooses not to be a joint
member

Affiliate Member
Professional Member
Registered Member

Regular or Senior Member | Individual may qualify for Senior discount
Regular or Senior Member
Regular or Senior Member

Fellow Regular or Senior Member

Affiliate Member (IfSE N/A
only)

Professional Member

(IfSE only)

Registered Member

(IfSE only)

Fellow (IfSE only)

Individual may already be a member of a
different INCOSE chapter but wish to join
IfSE as well, e.g. to pursue professional

registration with the Engineering Council.

Discounted rates (e.g. senior) may also
apply.

Honorary Fellow N/A

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

INCOSE membership not needed

Should an existing INCOSE member who belongs to a chapter other than the UK wish
to join the Institute to pursue professionally registered status but without
transferring between chapters, then they would be admitted to an “IfSE only”
membership subclass and billed accordingly.

Existing INCOSE members who wish to transfer to the UK chapter should use the
Institute’s standard membership application process to ensure that they join at the
appropriate membership class.

At their annual renewal point, joint members will have the choice to continue as
joint members of both IfSE and INCOSE or change to being “IfSE only” members.
This will cause them to lose all of the benefits gained from being an INCOSE member
but still retain IfSE member benefits.

Similarly, at their annual renewal point, “IfSE only” members will have the choice to
continue as “IfSE only” members or change to become joint members of both IfSE
and INCOSE. This will cause them to gain access to the additional benefits from
being an INCOSE member.
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